
The Pastor’s Corner 
“ADEQUATE ACCOMMODATIONS” 

This time of year, as many go on vacation, they will find themselves in hotels and many 

other places for the accommodations they need to sleep. While many places that we can find 

to sleep can be tremendously comfortable, even while we are away, there is always still 

something missing: it’s just not your bed that you’re used to. It could be all sorts of 

comfortable and soft, and yet, if it isn’t your familiar surroundings and your bed, even with 

its unique traits, it seems like it’s harder to sleep- and harder to find some peace! 

As Jesus is preparing the disciples to send His Spirit to them- the Holy Spirit- He is giving 

them subtle reminders about the spiritual life. One such reminder comes in this verse: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you.” 

It’s got a nice sound to it, but do we understand what this means? What Jesus is saying is 

that if we agree to His peace, and only His peace- then we will receive peace. However, if we 

settle for the world’s peace, we will never be satisfied. What is the worlds peace? That extra 

vacation to the exotic location. That new car. That house that is wildly lavish. That extra 

sports team that consumes our time, or even that extra tournament. The possibilities are 

endless, but the end result is the same for everyone- whether they are honest with 

themselves or not- they  will always be running to the next thing and never feeling fully “at 

home” or at peace. What is Christ’s peace asking of us? Surrender to God’s will. Attend Mass 

without excuse. Read scriptures and pray often. 

Don’t go looking for the best “accommodations” the world has to offer- whether you are on 
vacation or in your own backyard. Look to be satisfied with the familiarity of home (our 
faith) so that we can have true and lasting peace- unlike what the world may have to offer. 

 

-Fr. Belken 
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