
The Pastor’s Corner 
“ÉLÉVATION OU COMMUNION” 

One of my favorite organ pieces is “Elevation ou Communion,” written by Camille Saint-

Saëns, is quite a remarkable piece, at least in my own opinion. One of my favorite parts of 

the piece, and perhaps why it is one of my favorite pieces of organ music, is the climax, 

located roughly in the middle. In the design of the music, the piece is fairly subdued and 

delicate in its volume and demeanor, but in the climax, located approximately where the 

elevation of the Eucharist would be presumed to be, the organ breaks out into full force for 

just a few moments. Then it goes back to its very docile and soft theme. The contrast is 

remarkable in how full the organ can be, to how soft and delicate it is as well. 

In all parts of that piece, the organ is certainly still present in the room, whether or not it is 

speaking in full force. In every level of volume, the organ never loses its physical presence in 

the room. The Ascension gives us a check-point of sorts to consider if we believe the very 

same thing about our Lord. It seems on the surface that we are simply celebrating that the 

Lord has departed- but notice this isn’t a simple celebration that the Lord returned to 

heaven. It’s a celebration that the Lord has made it known that he is returning to us- in the 

same way that He has ascended. In this I want to offer a simple consideration: is Jesus only 

present to us in the moments when it is obvious, or we can “feel” the full force of His 

presence? The answer is no, of course, but this is an important thing to acknowledge, 

because otherwise we can drift, even subconsciously, into wondering where Jesus is- and 

why He has left us to ourselves. 

Jesus is always with us, whether we can feel the force of His presence or not. The task that 
remains is to trust in that presence, even when the music of His presence may seem a bit 
more subdued than we think it ought to be.  

-Fr. Belken 

Readings for Next Sunday 
—————————— 

PENTECOST 

SUNDAY 

June 1, 2025 

 

Acts 2:1-11  

1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,      

12-13  

John 20:19-23  

IMPORTANT NOTES: 

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR HOUSEHOLD 
INFORMATION (EVEN IF ALREADY REGISTERED) 

HTTPS://STLNH.FLOCKNOTE.COM/REGISTER 

YOU CAN NOW GIVE ONLINE! 

TO SET UP ONLINE GIVING, OR TO GIVE ONCE, PLEASE 
VISIT HTTPS://STLNH.FLOCKNOTE.COM/GIVE 

1001 State Highway A, New Hamburg,  MO — PO Box 247, Benton, Missouri 63736 
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD · JUNE 1, 2025 

      Saint Lawrence 

Congratulations, 2025 High School Graduates! 

God Bless You on your Journey! 




