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e Pastorn s Pen SEEDS, PLANTS & RISKS

One of my favorite things to do every spring is to plant a variety of things, from flowers, to tomatoes. There is something
rewarding about being able to watch a plant spring up from something very small, whether a seed or a live plant, and
become something much bigger and even productive. There is a small catch, though: you cannot guarantee for certain
that every plant will thrive. Some plants inexplicably don’t do well, even in spite of the best treatment, or even their next
door neighbor doing amazingly well. Most may turn out, but some may not, and that is a risk you have to take if you
want any fruit or flowers at alll

Today’s Gospel is the parable of the sower, and if we were to distill it down into one sentence, it would be this: take risks
in sharing your faith. Jesus is aware of a couple of temptations: that we will want to avoid the discomfort of taking a
risk, or we will not share our faith if we don’t think there will be success. He wants to push us away from this, because
we are supposed to help each other out in our lives of faith. Do you see a brother or sister doing something that is
leading them away from Christ or harming them or their family- and their souls? Sow some gentle seeds of truth and
correction in charityl Do you see someone who needs an encouraging word? Offer it- and don’t worry about if you see
the yield or not! Do you see someone who might want to know more about our faith? Talk to them and take that risk!

The Gospel shows us something important: not just about taking risks to plant- but about the yield that can come in both
other disciples and salvation, if we are faithful, and if we dare take the risk to go out and “sow seed.”

~Fv. Belken
25W fywappW T 5733139200 |
Ona-on-one answers ta your Medicara questions.
= Shana Kight 323-450-8066 N
+ Dorls Beeymeysr 573-545.4253 Haed un
* fhonda Ratledge 5739794537
Madios Supphements | Medicane Advartagn Plams | Part 1 Plarn / 0
e VIKAY Q 3" Montgomery]| 2 Auto Service A SOWER: 2 -'
Oran, Mo. '?;T'ﬁ'- !
. ! N e B A N e -
LEpCasolier Dissarsornvice FARM * HARDWARE » HOME - 1_m_‘ss:ms Sl | . w3810 . ¢ W E N T O U T T O S 0 W
262-3322 6626 State Hwy 77, Bentan s '
i‘?) T wwiwmaontgamerybink.com i Missour]
Fl[wn,s o e L St. Denis Parish St. Lawrence Parish
=EL_LTE A division af Sunstar insurance Group LLC - -
PEST CONTROL 135 N. Winchester, Benton, MO 63736 1001 State Highway A, New Hamburg, MO
“EQUIPMENT - Janice Scherer PO B
573.472.2652  wanm.cmiruckbods.com)| Insh Glastetter '|SCherer@wewa|ker.com (0):4 127, Benton, MO 63736 PO BOX 247, Benton, MO 63736
223 Winterstate 0r. / Sitesion, MO 63601 | Phune:573:2001715 A e R oglﬁf:sg;m;gmn Phone: 573-545-3864 Phone: 573-545-3317
MISSOURI'S TRUCK BED NEADQUARTERS! Email: elitepestsemp @zmallaim PO Box 1, Charleston, MO Web: www.stdenisbenton.org Web: www.stlnh.org
Ronald Schlosser rx\ Jeff Shivety DVM WADE’S | Benton Laundry & Storage
. - Pastor: Rev. Daniel Belken
Excavatmg Co 1904 Main Sireet AUTO PLUS 132 N. Winchezster, Benton
@0 Scott City, MO Laundry open 24 hewrs a day Office Manager: Mrs. Lisa Spalding, lisa@stdenisbenton.org | Office Manager: Mr. Billy Ray Johnson, billyray@stinh.org
Excavating>LandClearina>Farmwork | | SCOTTCITY 5732603455 For ol your Uansportalion needs! | o, see Units: Call 2204507 Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Burford Maintenance: Mr. Henry Beussink & Mr. Gerard Dirnberger
Since 1960> Benton, MO 545-3360 MRHAC CLinic 545-4402 Parish Council President: Mr. Jeff Diebold Parish Council President: Mr. Gary Reischman
e : o Pam Dannenmueller .
SOk e Cu ke St. Denis School Sacraments
CARECENTER A 573-887-1081
+ Benton Phormocy EREHRESIS PA Y 105 N. Winchester Saint Denis
R e ' (, Edge Realty Benton, MO 63736 Mass: Sunday at 7:00am and 10:00am
Q 6468 STATE HWY 72, BENTON, MISSOUR : bl L/ Phone: 573-545-3017 Wednesday-Friday at 8:00am
Caleb Seyer GAT Y | AMICK-BURNETT Web_: Sl._de.n_lg_tl.eﬂlmfﬁdu_&'l_2.=I:uit Confessions: Tutesday @ 7:00pm or by appt.
QC ~ VW W o Qr | Email: lindsy@stdenisbenton.org Saint Lawrence
g — - M o FUNERAL CHAPEL Principal: Mrs. Lindsy Wikle Mass: Saturday at 4:00pm and Sunday at 8:30am
573-887-4395 It Doesn't start with the seed. Industri; rive TYLER BEARDSLEE (573) 212-0036 R A .
8 ikieerod ik e staruswith the farmer. AdvanceMOw730 | o on T s manoonsewks sn overs || Bewtom, Cleaffee, Oran & Scott City Parish & School Maintenance: Mr. Larry Essner Tuesday at 6:00pm and Wednesday at 7:00am
aarggne O ueicny iy e M antes School Board President: Mr. Glenn Collom Confessions: Saturday @ 3:15pm or by appt.
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MASS SCHEDULE & NONS MAass SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS CHURCH ORGAN UPGRADE SUNDAY: OUR LADY OF FATIMA VISITATION
Tues 14 7pm Adoration & Confession ~Tues.  14-6pm Gerard Essner Due to a generous benefactor, we now July 12-Mary B Glastetter -
Wed. 15 No Mass Wed.  15-7am Larry Fuller have a new Rodgers digital organ July 19~Terri Stuckey T}'
Thu. 16-8am Collin Crockett Thurs. 16-7am Alex & Vera Burger installed in our choir loft! Thank you to all 117X
Fri. 17-8am Felix Enderle Fri. 17-7am Eugene Seyer who support us here at St. Denis! - e .
Sun. 19-7am Paul & Bert Essner Sat. 18-4pm Parish Family St. Lawrence Parish Picnic is fast approaching
: ~10. ish Fami ] July 17/18. Donations for raffle & attendance prizes
sun 19-108m SRR St {eg:o0aul Ll SAVE THE DATE SEPTEMBER 18th, 20251 are greatly appreciated, and can be dropped off at
LITURGICAL ROLES One of our schools' biggest fundraisers, The the parish office on Tues, Wed, or Fri. 8am-3pm.
LITURGICAL ROLES 12th Annual Paul Stuckey Scramble will be here | | Arrangements can be made by calling Richard
Sunday, July 19, 7:00am BT (0, soonl Get your team ready! Contact Natalie Reeves 573-450-2883 or Andrea Reeves 573-576-
_ 7 1 Saturday iyt e S ee Eftink at 573-887-1317 for questions and to 6240 for donation pickups/ drop-offs. Chairman
Lector: J 9 & We e Lector / EM: Stephanie Burger register. SIS please turn in your worker’s list to the parish office.
ESZI: Rita M;Zm T Musician: Krista Kluesner — Volunteers are needed in the “l Got It Stand” for
TVELS: axon va Welter. a Mac X : . ) .
ol JB e e ) Cantor.. Krista Kluesner Do you know someone who wants to know 8@61;75?;35072,32;1)? & 9-close. Contact Liz Glastetter
Servers: ,]fui(e ‘;C leew B, more about being Catholic or would like to join e )
. LRSS0 the Catholic Faith? Our Introduction Session of
Sunday, July 19, 10:00am OCIA will be Sunday, September 13, Contestants wanted for the Little Mr. & 1\-/Iis.s New
Lector: Kay Elkins Sunday, July 19, 8:30am at 5:00pm in the SDS cafeteria. Please join usl Hambuzrg contestl Any St. Lawrence parishioner ages
EM: Kay Elkins PR e = 3 .~5. or granficl.lildren of a St. Law.rencc.a member are
Servers: Ethan & Emma Diebold, Lectc?r_ : ArHen, el e Thank you to the members of Circle 8 for your eligible. Patriofic casual dress. Registration at 6:30
: Musician: Krista Kluesner . : y Contest at 7 Friday, July 17. Questions? Contact
Gabriel & Roslen Mack Cantor: Krista Kluesner time cleaning our church in the month of June. = Heur ’
Greet\ Gifts: Kevin & Sandy Glaser g - uren Heuring.
Servers: Drew, Kinsey & Ty Essner,
3 4 Vanellope DeShane Flower Bed Committee Schedule —
Parish Steward:hlp . 2 .y July 12: Gary & Susie Bohannon, Help Needed to set up the tent for the
Weekof July 5 Parish Stewardship Joe Felter “Petting Zoo” on Sunday, July 12" @1pm.
Envelopes: $6,902.00 Week of July 5%
Loose: _ $75.00 Envelopes: $2,492.00 Diocesan Development Fund Diocesan Development Fund
'Iv‘\c;taidCoélici;ot(;:g : $6977.00 Loose: $210.00 St. Denis-Week 8 St. Lawrence-Week 8
eckly Lst .buage $5,009.00 Online: 535.00 . ) : :
Difference: ¢ Py $ To Date our parish has given $30,290.00 To Date our parish has given $19,310.00
$+1,968.00 Total Collection: $3,237.00 D
towards our $47,544 goal. Thank You! if towards our $25,045 goal. Thank You! If
ST. DENIS PARISH ST. LAWRENCE PARISH you have not yet made your pledge, please . you have not yet made your pledge, please
Church Cleaning for Saturday July 18 : Church Cleaning for Friday, July 17: add your gift, whatever the amount, in )| add your gift, whatever the amount, in
Trish LeGrand, Sha,nnor.l LeGrand, Chairman: Scott & Caroline Drodd.y unity with those who have already given by F unity with those who have already given by
Jenny & Molly Shively Alex & Casey Duncan, James & Marilyn returning a pledge card today. ™ | returning a pledge card today.
Decorating Committee-July: Pam Dannenmueller Duncan, Harold & Joyce Eftink
BLESSING FOR PREGNANT MOTHERS READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY DIOCESAN EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS: Please plan to join us at the Diocesan Eucharistic Congress in
Are you of someone you know pregnant? July 19t 2026 West Plains, MO on August 15™, as we celebratef‘Eucharistic Renewal as a diocese. For more
Please be sure to let Fr. Belken know, as The 16t SI?.nday of Ordinary Time information, please see the flyers and posters thatﬁ are in the back of both of our parishes. Bus
there is a special blessing for mother, e Wis 12:13,16-19 transportation due to generous donations will be free if you choose not to drive. Reserve a seat on the
. . . Rom 8:26-27 bus from Guardian Angel parking lot in Oran at 5;:30 am and returning approximately at 10:00 pm on
for the infant and his or her safe delivery!
' Mt 13:24-43 Saturday, August 15 for the one-day event. Contact Doris Eftink 573-380-5119.




