THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME * JULY 19, 2026

@fi Denis @ @; %{M@/M&

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH m

The Pastor's Pen WEEDING IN OUR LIVES AND SOULS

If you’ve ever weeded a garden or a flower bed, you know the effort it takes. Often you are bent over or kneeling in a
patch for quite some time, and you have to actively differentiate between what is a weed, and what is a flower or plant
that you want. This is a process that can take a while, and often has to be repeated many times throughout the growing
season. That doesn’t mean the process isn’t worth it- it just means it takes persistencel

In the scheme of things, we can see this play out in a couple of ways spiritually. The most evident one that can surface in
the Gospel is the “weeding” that will take place at the end of time. This is where the “produce” or those who have
worked towards heaven will be selected, and the refuse or those who have not worked towards heaven will be burned.
This can be a frightening proposition, but there is another way to read this that can help us to make sure we are on
track.

The second way to read this Gospel, then, is that we should be weeding our own lives now. We always need to be actively
discerning what is in our life that is helping us gain heaven, and what is taking us away. Are we allowing ourselves to
follow God’s commandments, or have some “weeds” or excuses crept in for us to break a few? Are our relationships that
are prioritized in our lives leading us to heaven, or stealing it away with false promises? Are we filling our schedules
with things that allow for God to be center of our lives, or is that being choked by the “weeds” of busy-ness? When we
consume movies or tv shows, are they filling our hearts with good things, or things that lead us to be worse, or even into
sin?

We may know how to weed a garden- let’s be careful to make sure we weed out what doesn’t belong in our lives and our
souls as well, to make room for what does belong. ~Fv. Belken
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MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS SAVE THE DATE SEPTEMBER 18th, 20251 SUNDAY: OUR LADY OF FATIMA VISITATION

Tues 21 7pm Adoration & Confession Tues. 21-6pm Alex Jr. & Vera Burger One of our schools' biggest fundraisers, The July 19-Terri Stuckey

Wed. 22 No Mass Wed. 22-7am Andrew Essner 12th Annual Paul Stuckey Scrample will be here July 25-Norma Seyer _

Thu. 23-8am Joe Klueppel Thurs. 23-7am Fr. John Harth soon! Get your team readyT Contact Natalie o)

Fri. 24-8am No Mass Frii  24-7am Mary Lou Welter Eftink at 573-887-1317 for questions and to

Sun. 26-Tam Iona Welter sat.  25-4pm Pam Heuring register. si>s ST. LAWRENCE DAY C ELEERATION . Sunday,

Sun. 26-10am Parish Family Sun. 26-8:30am  Parish Family August 9, meet and greet with the Deacons of
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Lector: Linda Urhahn Lector /EM: Gary Reischman at 5:00pm in the SDS cafeteria. Please join usl sheet for name and number attending is in the

s i . S
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unday, July 26, 10:00am Flower Bed Committee Schedule will be observing Forty Hours Devotion
Lector: Bryce Morgan Sunday, July 26, 8:30am July 19 & July 26: Cam & Grace Mirgeaux, beginning Friday, August 7 at 7PM. Please

EM: Jamie Burger Lector / EM: Diane Ashcraft Sharon Urhahn consider spending some time with the Lord.
Servers: Alyssa Dannenmueller, River Musician: Bernice Kern
_ Collom, Brailey Ratledge Cantor: Jamie Essner . MISSION APPEAL NEXT WEEKEND~ Next weekend (July 25-26) FR. HRUDAYA RAJU MANDAGIRI
Greet\ Gifts:  David & Rhonda Ratledge Servers: Noah & Culeb Veller, Paisley & (Fr. Raj) will be celebrating all weekend Masses on appeal from the DIOCESE OF NELNORE, INDIA, and
Parish Stewardshi Kaybree Bahr their missions for the poor and impoverished in their Diocese. Please be generous in your support.
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BLESSING FOR PREGNANT MOTHERS READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY DiIoCESAN EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS: Please plan to join us at the Diocesan Eucharistic Congress in
Ate you ot someone you know pregnant? July 26, 2026 West Plains, MO on August 15, as we celebrate Eucharistic Renewal as a diocese. For more
Please be sure to let Fr. Belken know, as The 17% Sunday of Ordinary Time information, please see the flyers and posters that are in the back of both of our parishes. Bus
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for the inf I h fe del: | Rom 8:28-30 bus from Guardian Angel parking lot in Oran at 5,:30.ag:ggnd returning approximately at 10:00 pm on
ot the infant andxys of het sale delvery: Mt 13:44-52 Saturday, August 15 for the one-day event. Contact Doris Eftink 573-380-5119.




